Noble Conduct of a Nawab.                     45

(13) Mohammad Husein Sheristedar (reader) was at
our house transacting business with Mr. Wilson, on
the morning that the jail was broken and the prisoners
set free by the mutinous sepoys of the 29th Native
Infantry. Mr. Wilson had of course to leave home to
try and restore order. I was consequently left alone.
Mohamad Husein remained with me, refusing to leave
me, and did all in his power to protect me. Mr.
Wilson has given him a certificate, which I hope will
be of use to him. I give him this note, as he seems
particularly anxious to possess an acknowledgment
from myself of his services on that memorable day.

Another splendid example of loyalty was (14)
Shaikh Sharfuddin, of Shaikhupur in Badaon, who
sheltered Mr. Edwards, C.S., and family, five in all,
and Mr. Stewart, &c., for months at the risk of his
life. He received a khilat of Rs.3ooo, and a village
worth Rs.25oo per annum in perpetuity.

(15) Nawab Nabbi Baksh Khan Bahadur was a
resident of Delhi, who was there throughout the siege
in 1857, and was the Vakil from the Emperor to the
Durbar of the Resident, an office which had been
conferred upon him by Akbar II.

Syed Ahmed says : When the ruthless mu tineers
commenced giving free scope to. their wild passions for
plunder and slaughter, they seized forty-three Christian
persons found in the city, among whom were women
and children, and took them into the king's fort, intend-
ing to kill them there. . . . Yet this Nawab made one
effort to save these Christian captives; for he addressed
a letter to the king, in which he besought him not to
sanction the massacre for which the soldiers were
thirsting, and earnestly recommended his Majesty to
obtain a fatisoa (or legal opinion authoritatively
advanced by the expounders of Mohammedan law) as
to xvhether there was any scriptural text which could
warrant this hideous atrocity. The Nawab ventured
to urge this request upon the king, because he was
Very sensible that the sanguinary act contemplated
was held in abhorrence by all right-thinking" men, and